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DIRECTIONS  TO  TEACHERS. 

To  read  English,  as  it  is  at  present  represented,  with  correctness  and 
fluency,  is  one  of  the  "  most  difficult  of  human  attainments."  Prom 
three  to  six  years  are  required  to  master  this  elementary  art.  Thou- 
sands who  make  the  attempt,  acquire  it  hut  imperfectly ;  while  others 
give  up  the  task  in  despair. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  there  should  he  any  difficulty  in  learning 
to  read ;  the  difficulty  which  unhappily  exists,  is  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  alphabet  at  present  employed, 
and  to  the  want  of  fixity  in  the  use  of  the  letters.  The  common  or 
romanic  alphabet  provides  little  more  than  half  as  many  useful  let- 
ters as  there  are  sounds  in  the  language,  and  each  letter  is  employed 
to  represent  from  two  to  nine  different  sounds !  As  a  consequence  of 
this  incompleteness,  and  want  of  rule,  the  proper  sounds  of  words 
cannot  be  deduced  from  their  spellings ;  neither  can  the  spelling  be 
deduced  from  their  sounds :  every  word,  both  as  to  its  spelling  and 
pronunciation,  has  to  be  separately  committed  to  memory;  and  many 
years  in  the  life  of  every  child  have  to  be  devoted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  unthankful  task. 

The  consequence  of  this  anomalous  condition  of  our  written  lan- 
guage is,  that  though  good  and  cheap  books  are  issued  in  such  profu- 
sion, the  ability  to  read  them  is  by  no  means  general.  Books  are 
virtually  inaccessible  to  the  majority  of  the  people.  The  late  returns 
of  the  Registrar-General  prove  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  adult 
population  of  this  country  are  still  unable  to  read  1 

To  remedy  this  deplorable  state  of  things,  it  is  proposed  to  sim- 
plify the  representation  of  our  language,  by  making  the  spelling  and 
the  pronunciation  of  words  coincide.  To  effect  this,  seventeen  new 
letters  have  been  invented,  and  added  to  the  alphabet ;  whereby  it  is 
made  capable  of  expressing  words  exactly  as  they  are  spoken.  The 
arts  of  reading  and  spelling  are  consequently  so  simplified  that  the 
ability  to  read  phonetic  printing  may  be  attained  in  a  few  hours ; 
and  a  few  hours'  additional  instruction  will  enable  the  pupil  to  read 
books  printed  in  the  common  spelling. 

The  following  directions  will  render  the  phonetic  alphabet  intelligible 
to  the  reader,  and  enable  him  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  it  to  others  : 

The  six  primary  long  vowels, 

z,      a,       q,      e,     o,      ra, 

are  to  be  pronounced  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  words  : — 

eel,     ape,     alms,     all,    oak,     ooze. 
The  double  vowels       j,        0%        S)        H, 
are  pronounced  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  words 
ice,     oil,      owl,     use. 
the  short  vowels   1,       e,      CI,      O,       U,       U, 
are  very  similar  in  their  sounds  to  the  long  vowels,  but  much  more 
rapidly  pronounced.  The  true  powers  are  heard  in  the  following  words, 
sit,    set,    sat,    sot,    nut,  foot. 
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j    se    ii.       n    se    me. 
j  Ho   11.       n   no    me. 
|    se    ij.       ii    se    me. 
il    se    j    no    u    its. 
H    sa    n    no    me    n^. 
ma    j    sc    n    sum. 
H    ma    se    me    its. 
H    ma    no    m|    nam. 
ma    j    met    ii    smn. 
il    ma    met    me    smn. 
H    sa    j     set    11    ^t. 
|    se    n    no    m|    nam. 
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dm    q    sa    j    ma    red. 
H    ma    red    st    hsd. 
I    her    113    h^   n   red. 
ma    j     n^     rjt     sum. 
dm    ii    no    mj    nam. 
j    sa    hs    dm    11    dm. 
ma    j    her    n    red. 
il    ma    her    me    red. 
ma    j    S8    hs    n    rjt. 
il    ma    se    me    rjt. 
ma    j    rjt    n,r    nam. 
H    ma    r|t    m|    nam. 
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H  ma  sit  dsn  and  red. 

met  me  at  horn  tui-da. 

mjnd  and  be  in  tjm. 

il  ma  n^   tr|    tm   rjt. 

H  et  tm  red  and  rjt. 

j  had  tm  sta  sum  t|m. 

he  rot  a  not  tm  me. 

j  no  i  must  not  sin. 

t|m  and  t|d   sta   not. 

j  must  not  lj  nor  stel. 

let  me  lern  a  nq,  tipi. 

H  ma  ms  sit  d^n. 


8 


z 

w 

s 

ez 

we 

ga 

lz 

wa 

go 

nz 

wo 

gjd 

iz 

wed 

get 

hiz 

wjd 

got 

az 

wjr 

gon 

haz 

wjn 

gild 

roz 

wad 

gan 

rjz 

wat 

gam 

I1QZ 

wen 

gat 

tez 

win 

got 

b 

be 

bo 

be? 

bis 

b| 

bjt 

bit 

bet 

ben 

bon 

bed 


9 

wil  n  her  me  red. 
j  wil  dui  mj  best, 
ma  j  113  lern  tin  rjt. 
j  wont  tm  se  n  trj. 
it  iz  gud  tin  red. 
we  se  a  bot  set  sal. 
am  tin  dm  sum  gild, 
be  gud  coid  trm  tm  el. 
dm  not  stel  ner  1£. 
it  woz  god  hm  mad  us. 
we  et  tm  luv  him. 
he  iz  gud  tm  el. 


10 


1 

V 

P 

n 

VTl 

ap 

in 

v$ 

op 

fet 

vjn 

pa 

fet 

vjs 

P3 

fed 

VCFS 

pet 

% 

sav 

pes 

fjt 

liv 

pad 

fit 

luv 

P3n 

fat 

gav 

pin 

fat 

giv 

tap 

fan 

wev 

tjP 

c 

oc 

ac 

sac 

soc 

tac 

tec 

wee 

cep 

cat 

can 

cup 


11 
lern  tui  liv  wel,   and 

il  wil  not  fer  tin  dj. 

we    mnst    el-waz    din 

az  we  wild  be  dun  bj. 

if    n    wild    be    hap-i, 

ferst  lern  tin  be  gild. 

it  woz  god  hm  mad  me, 

he  taes  car  ov  ns  el; 

he  eeps  ns   saf  bj  da, 

and  gqrdz  ns  b|  njt. 

we  et  den  tin  lnv  and 

serv  him  el    3r    daz. 
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din  dat  hwig  iz  r|t. 
spec  dat  hwig  iz  trra. 
Iuy  dat  hwig  iz  gild, 
if  11  wud  be  wjz, 
be  wil-ig  tin  be  tet. 
fer  tin  tel  a  lj. 
el  gild  iz  from  god. 
god  iz  gild  and  wjz. 
let  de  wnrdz  ov  mj 
m^t,  and  de  tets  ov 
m|  hqrt,  be  rjt  in 
dj  sjt,  q  lord  mj  god. 
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he  dat  wild  be-cum 
iis-fnl  and  w|z  Jiid 
dui  sum  gmd  and  lern 
sum-tig  nil  ev-er-i  da. 
it  iz  bj  lit-1  and  lit-1 
dat  de  h|-est  te-erz  qr 
bilt.  de  tel-est  qc  dat 
groz,  woz  wuns  but 
an  a-corn,  and  de 
grat-est  and  wjz-est 
man  dat  ev-er  livd, 
woz  wuns  but  a  lit-1 
sim-pl    gild. 
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The  coalescents  y  and  w  (which  should  never  be  spoken  of  as  wy  and 
double-you)  may  he  pronounced  as  yuh,  with.  The  aspirate  or 
breathing,  h,  should  be  pronounced  as  an  emission  of  breath,  with 
scarcely  any  sound. 

In  teaching  the  consonants,  they  are  to  be  pronounced,  not  by  their 
usual  names,  but  in  strict  accordance  with  their  true  powers.  The 
four  simple  and  frequently  recurring  consonants,  s,  m,  n,  t,  intro- 
duced in  Lesson  1,  are  not  to  be  called  es,  em,  en,  tee,  but  as  they 
are  heard  at  the  end  of  the  words  lass,  lame,  lane,  late. 

The  following  table  will  assist  the  reader  in  acquiring  the  true 
sounds  of  the  consonants  of  the  phonetic  alphabet.  Each  letter  is  to 
be  pronounced  as  it  is  heard  at  the  end  of  the  illustrative  word. 
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In  using  this  book  the  teacher  is  advised  to  proceed  page  by  page, 
no  new  lesson  being  attempted  till  the  previous  one  is  fully  known. 

Before  the  pupils  are  permitted  to  read  from  the  look  they  should 
be  exercised  in  pronouncing  the  letters,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  here  introduced,  by  means  of  a  set  of  moveable  Tablets,  so  exhib- 
ited that  they  may  be  easily  seen  by  the  whole  class. 

When  this  book  is  used  by  a  class,  the  letters  on  the  first  page 
should  each  be  pronounced  twice.  The  same  plan  may  be  observed 
with  advantage  in  reading  the  sentences  on  pages  3,  5,  7,  etc.  By 
pronouncing  each  letter  or  word  twice,  time  is  allowed  for  the  pupils 
to  examine  their  forms  more  minutely.  The  words  on  pages  2,  4,  6, 
etc.,  should  be  spelled  thus:  s  (a  hissing  sound  only) — e,  se;  s — a,  sa, ; 
s—e,  so ;  etc.  As  an  occasional  exercise,  the  words  in  the  sentences 
may  be  spelled,  and,  afterwards  read  off.  In  spelling  words  com- 
mencing with  the  aspirate,  the  aspirate  shoutd  always  be  pronounced 
in  conjunction  with  the  folloiving  vowel;  thus,  he — p,  hep;  ha — t, 
hat;  etc. 

The  lessons  are  to  be  read  by  the  pupils  simultaneously.  The 
teacher  should  be  careful  to  give  the  sound  of  each  letter  clearly,  and 
afterwards  make  the  pupils  pronounce  it  deliberately  and  distinctly. 
They  shoidd  be  carefully  guarded  against  provincialisms  and  vulgarisms. 
The  following  are  among  the  most  common  : — sing,  song,  pronounced 
as  sigg,  soyg,  &c. ;  the  habitual  omission  of  the  aspirate  where  it  is 
wanted,  and  its  use  when  not  required ;  pronouncing  is,  as,  as  ro- 
manically  spelled,  instead  of  iz,  az ; — its  as  vz,  instead  of  us  ; — put, 
foot,  full,  &c,  as  put,  fut,  ful,  instead  of  put,  fut,  ful.  4 


The  use  of  this  book  in  accordance  with  the  above  directions, 
and  the  occasional  formation  of  words  by  means  of  the  letter  Tablets, 
will  render  the  acquisition  of  the  art  of  reading  a  pleasing  and  an 
intellectual  exercise,  and  it  will  be  felt  by  the  pupils  to  be  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure,  instead  of  a  task.  The  plan  of  the  book  is  that  of 
introducing  a  few  letters  at  a  time,  according  to  the  frequency  of 
their  occurrence,  followed  by  exercises  on  those  letters. 
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